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7o amend sections 208,
Lew No. 2~ Sh to add a new sect*on °lO to the pubiic law, relating to the

Piebiscite Cumm1531on,

Compact of Free Association; and for ot ey PuUrposes.
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w

BE TT ENACTED BY

Section 1.

as follows:

"Section

(1)

m.T
Tl

A BILL FOR AW ACT
321, 325, 33%, 335, 337, 338, 352, 354, and 363 of Public

the public information prograid, and the pledbiscite on the

1 CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES CF WICRONVSIA.

eciion 208 of Public Law No. 2.5 ig hereby ameniad tc read

~

iy

o

208. Cempensation and starl

viembhers of the Piebiscite Comrission who are cificisls

o

or employees 0 TiE National or State Coveruments o the

wederated States of Micronesie shall racelve 2o additicnal

compensation for tneir service as membars 0. the Plebiscite

Commissio

n,.other inan travel and other incidental expenses and

o

per diem, as determined by the Comrission, vhile scting in the

perforrmance of their official duties =z mexbers of the Commission.

Compensation for & ther membters of thne Dlebiscite Jommission shall

be determired vy tne Dlebizcoite vCnisslion,

(2)

Members of plebiscite boaras, menvers of counbtl

tabulaticn committees, and State pub.ic inforuation progran

coordinat:

oy i

ors shai. be entitled tc suen CCMLELSLTION, inciuding

+pavel and otner Incidental expense. and var elam, as desertined

by the Plebiscite Commission.

(3)

Menbers of the loqal'public information pro-

forces and cther individuals wssigting the Plebiscite Commission

and pleb:

sation, ¢

oversime

(1)

igcite cormissioners shali De cntitled to 45 sucth coren-—

SEVéF PHhLA including trsvel and obher incldentol expinias,

pay, and ver diem, as Gatorinivad Wy the Plahiccite fonmiss
The Plesiscite Commission v ermtonet oF Shharwios

engage whe services of such professional, Toechmical, conintsireative

stenographic, aua clerical staff an it Sond necessary oG earoy out
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its duties and responsibilities."

Section 2. Section 321 of Public Law ¥o. 2-5k is hereby amended to

read as follows:

"Section 321. Date of plebiscite. The plebiscite shall be

held on the date détetmined by the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia, in consultation with phe High Commissioner
of tﬁe Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands; PROVIDED that in
the event of a natural disaster, any other act’of God, or other
extraordirnary circumstances, the effect of which precludes
holding the plcbiscite cn the original date determined for the
plebiscite, the President of fhe Federated States of Micronesia
may determine a later date in the affected polling places or
State, or throughout the Fedefated States of Micronesia; and

PROVIDED FURTEER, that the President of the Federated States of

Micronesia may schedule the collection of absentee ballots

outside of the Federated States of Micronesia pursuant to

gection 354 of chapter 3 of this act prior te the date of the

plebiscite.”
) 3 * W o "‘A 2. -~en - v F .
Section 3. Section 325 of Public Law ¥eo. £-54 is hereby amer od %o
read as follows:

"Section 325. Affidavits to be sworn. Except as otherwise

provided in this act, 7Prhe  affidavits required pursuant to this

act shall be sworn to before any person authorized by law or

regulation of the Pletiscite Tommissicrn t¢ adwminister oaths.

Section 4. Section 334 of Public Law ¥o. -5 is herely hmended to reu

-
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1 as follows:
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“Section 334. Application for registration; Affidavit.

(1) Any person eligible to and desiring to register as a
voter may present himself any time during business hours to any
of.the members of the plebiscite board (herein empowered and
authorized to administer oaths and take acknowledgements) or persons
zuchorized by law or #A4ildf{s#44 ¢f the Plebiscite Commission to

administer oaths, then and there to be examined under oath as

. to his qualification as a voter. Each applicart shall make and

subscribe to an application in substantially the Zollowing form:
AFFIDAVIT ON APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

Federated States of Micromesia

eeseerseasaas..as. State

1. My full DAME D8 veuvreerneenrrreocniaentonacarasescasanoenenas

2. T WAS BOTM AL +vvvenesoennnernnsasoneaesasaae. O EhE wuuunn.

day Of tiveueerenevonraeianennanineaeass. in the year .........
3. My @ge I8 tiinseivieennneneintoasnancaaaans e eeneec e
b, T 1iVe 8L wuureerinmnnnnnnnn e et e tieeect e it
5. I am a citizen and resident ¢f the Federated States of

Micronesia.

6. ; was naturalized as a citizen of the Federated States of
Micronesia 8% ..veveseceescveecsea.-.. State on the .......... day
OF i iirenenrenneneannnsoaesy L3,

7. I have resided in the Federated States of Micronesia not less

than nine months, and in ................. State not less than

LY
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- three months, immediately prece&ing this date on which T now offer
to register, to wit, the ........... day of ...;.....;....., 19;...
8. I am not currently under a jﬁdgment of ‘mental incompetency
“or insanity.
9. I am not currently under parole, probation, ér sentence for
any felony for which I have been convicted by any court of the
Federated States of Micromesia, the Trust Territory, or any
court within the jurisdiction of the United States.
10. I solemnly swear that the foregoing statements are true,
so help me God.
SIgnatur@l .. .i.iiiieeiinarseenroeaennorsanenennnns
Subscribed and sworn to before me this .... day of ....vveeunn,
19......
/////)///4(2) The'applicant shall strike out allegations that are
///' inapplicable, and shall swear to the truth of the allegations
in his application. TIn any case where the person who administers
the oatﬁ shall so desire or believe the same to be expédient he
may demand that the applicant prcduce & witness or witnesses
to further substantiate the aliegations of his application.”
Section 5. Section 335 of Public Law Ko. 2-3+ i3 hereby smended to
read as follows: .

"Section 335. Submission of affidavit to examiner of

.

qualifications. Every affidavit on application for regisctration

shall be submitted to z member of the plebiscite board of the

appropriate State or other perscn authorized to cxamine the

-
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i qualifications of voters by the plebiscite commissioner of the

: 2 State, not less than 99 10 days before the plebiscite."”
3 Section 6. Section 337 of Public Law No. 2-5& is Eere”::y amended to'read

4 as follows:

;; 5 "Section 337. Voters at previous elections deemed registered.
6 (1) Notwithstanding any requirements of registration
7 provided by this chapter, all voters who were validly registered
8 dhd yoEid AR £hA TdAE for the March 8, 1983;election for Members
9 of the Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia or any
ld special election after March 8, 1983, but preceding ﬁhe plebiscite
E, il shall not be requifed to register again except where reregistration
12 has become neceséitated because of change of name or.residency
13 and except where disqualifications‘enumerated by subéaction (2)
14 of this section have intervenad; PROVIDED that in the event
15 voting records for such election have been desitroyed or lost,
16 the pilcebiscite commissioner of the State may require reregistration
17 of véters;
18 : (2) The general district fegisters prepared by the
19 election commissioners for Késrae, Ponape, Truk, and Yap for
20 the 7£44f March 8, 1983, election for Members of the Congress of
21 the Federated States of Micronesia or any special election after
22 March 8, 1983, but precading the plebiscite shall be used to
23 " determine registered voters for purposes of preparing the State
24 » plebiscite registers for the plebiscite; PROVIDED chat:
25 (a) The plebiscite cornmissioner of each Staté
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shall ascertain, as soon as possible before the plebiscite,
from the Department of Social Services or other appropriate
source, information of the death, adjudication of insénity or
mental incompetency, less of citizenship, or any other dis--
qualification to vote, of any person listed in the general
district register of his State. He shall thereupon make such
investigation as he may deem necessary to prove or disprove
such information, giving the person concerﬁed; i availablé,
notice and an opportunity to be hgard. If after such
investigation he finds that such person is dead, is insane

or mentzlly incompetent, has lost his citizenshiﬁ, or is

disqualified for any reason to vote, he shall direct that the

nzme of such person be omitted from the State plebiscite register;

(b) The plebiscite commissioner shall make and
keep an index of all information Zurnished te him coacerning

any of the matters mentioned in this subsection and shall provide

any person authorized to receive affidavits on application for

registration with any information the latter may need to ascertain

‘whether or not any appiicant i: in any meaner disqualified to

vote; and
(e) Any person whose’name is omitted from the
State plebiscite register under this sectijon or whose application
for registration is denied may cprea’ to the Plebiscite Commissiocn.
(3) Any voter who has chenged his residence or domicilz

from one State to another, or who has chenged his name, afrer

-
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registration in a general district register, shall registe
again for the plebiscite in the preper State or the proper
name; PROVIDED that no such registration shall be allowed on
accountrof any changé cf resideace or domicile or name made
withiv: 90 days before the plebiscita.
‘Section 7. Section 338 of Public Law No. 2=54 is hereby umended to read
2s follows:

"Section 338. Exception Lo requiremen ¥o registrazuion

~ .
=

in person shall be required cf a citizen of the Federiated States

of Micreonesia iiving oucside of the Federated Statas of
Micronesia, but such person shall #dkg digl pd% A%4 £d complete

and sign an aLleaV1t substantiaily similar to the form set forth

on 334 of this chapter and as the DPlebiscite Commission

(=

in sect
may présffibeé adopt, to establish [ully such person's right to

vote. An individual filing an afiidavit pursuant to this section

.4‘

shall sicro 2 statement a fi ming the truthiulness of the informatiom

contained im the affidavit, but is not reguired to be exemincd

under .ocath as to his qualification as a votec. Suzh affidavit

shall be submitted to the plebiscite comissioner of the

appropriate State, not lcss than 10 days before the plebicnicc.

Any duvly qualified voter may challenge the acceptance of the veoted
ballot at the time the bullot is cust in zccordance with the
provisions of shis act. Affidavits for citizens ¢f the Tedarated

States of Micronesia living outside ol tne Federated Stutes of

Micronesia shall be made available in Cuam and-Hoaciulu, Yawaii
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and such other places as the Plebiscite Commission may direct."

Section 8. Section 352 of Public Law No. 2-54 is hereby amended to.read

as follows:

"Section 352. Voting by confined persons. Any registered

voter qualified to vote who is confined to his home or a hospital
by reason of such illness or physical disability as will prevent

him from attending the polls shall be entitled and enabled to

vote in such manner as may be PresetiBbed B £hé PEEUTAE A A

 prédilddtéd determined by the Plebiscite Commission. @uéh

EAEUTALAdNS SRATY pYd¥Adé f4¢ ¥Yoting by such persons

shall be done in such a manner as to ensure the secrecy of the

ballot and to preclﬁde tampering with the ballots of such voters
and other voting frauds; PROVIDED that any voter who by reason
of physical disability is unable to mark his ballot shall be
authorized to receive‘assis;ance in the marking thereof. @ddh
tEEAIALAONE hdf FEMhAFE AAffidavits, ‘centifitates, and.

other written statements under oath may be required."

Section 9. Section 354 of Public Law No. 2-54 is hereby amended to read

as follows:

"Section 354. Marking and return of absentee ballots; Voting

" at polls.

(1) The plebiscite commissioner or the plebiscite
board of each State, as the case may be, shall, at least 20 days
prior to the plebiscite provide to any person who may be entitled

to vote by absentee ballot in the State and who requests the same,

8 of 12
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an official ballot, a ballét envelope, an affidavit preséribed
adopted by the Plebiscite Commission, and a covering reply
envelope. The absentee voter shall mark the ballot in such
manner that no person can see or know how the ballot is marked
except as provided pursuant to section 352 of this chapter.
The absentee voter shall then deposit the ballot in the ballot
envelope and securely seal the same. The absentee voter shall

then complete and ¢#éfdfé sign the affidaviti- +An individual®

filing én affidavit pursuant to this subsection or subsection (2)

shall sign a statement affirming the truthfulness of the information

contained in the affidavit, but is not required to be examined

under oath. The ballot envelope and the affidavit shall then be
enclosed and sealed in the covering reply envelope and shall be
mailed or delivered to reach the plebiscite commissioner of the
State issuing the absentee ballot not later than 5 p.m. on the
fourth day before the plebiséite, except as provided pursuant
to section 352 of this chapter.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection 353(2), a qualified
voter who is outside the State in which he is registered to vote,

but present in either Guam, or Honolulu, Hawaii, ¢# another State in

" the Federated States of Micronesia, or other locations designated

by the Plebiscite Commission, may vote by absentee ballot on the day

of the plebiscite or prior to such date if authorized pursuant

to section 321, The plebiscite commissioner of each State shall

designate one or more places within his State as absentee voter

9 of 12
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olling places and shall designate one or more persons as
P g P

plebiscite officials authorized to supervise such absentee
balloting. The Plebiscite Commission shall desigrnate such
places and officials in Guam #ud, Honolulu, Hawaii, and other

locations designated bv the Commission. Such officials shall

provide any person who states that he is qualified to vote in
the plebiscite and who requests an zbsentee ballot with an

official baliot, a ballot envelope, an affidavit ptAséfti¥éd

adopted by the Plebiscite Comnission, ard a covering reply

envelope. The absentee voter shall mark the ballot in such
manner that no person can see or Ikmow how the ballot is marked

hapter. The

~

except as provided pursuant to sccticn 352 of this ¢
absentee voter shall then deposit the ballot in the ballot zavelope
and securely =eal the same. The absentee voter chell thes complete
and fidddfé sign the affidavit. The baliot envelope and the
affidevit shall then be enélosed and sealad In the covering reoly
eavelepsz and given to the designzted plebiscite efficial whe

shall, no later than the day after the piebiscite,.send them to

the plebiscite commissiorer of the proper State by the safest

(a1}

Fh

O
3
)

and most expeditious manner. The designated plebiscite oif
shall make a 1list of all voters veting pursuant to this subsection
and their Stace of registration i{or voting purposes and ghall

prompily provide such list to the Plebiscite Commission.

(3) It shall be unlawful [or iy person o voie wore

than one absencee ballot or, having vot~sd an absentoe btallot,

N

.
ton)
(8]
H
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to cast a baliot at the polls on the day of the plebiscite and,
uponn conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
$l,009£0r by imprisonmert for not more than one yeir, or both,"
Sectionl@. Section 363 of Public Law Io. 2—53@is hercty smended to z-rf.-ad
as follows:

"Section 363. Opening and closing ¢f polls. Except as

se provided by the Plebiscite Commission with respect to

P

otherw

spacific polling places, fat exdctly 7 a.m. on the day of the

plediscite, 2 member of the plebiscite beavrd shall proclaim

©

aloud at each polling place that the polls are opzn and shall

ba kept open unitil 7 p.m. of the same day, after which time

the »0lls shall be closed; PROVIDIED that if at the hour of closin:

a line at tha

[N

there are any other voters in the polling place, ox
door, who are qualified to vote and have not been able to do so
since appearing, the polls shall be kept open a sufficient time

to enzble thex to vote."

(i) All regulations promuleated b the Tlabiscitez

- - X - =N LA L T
meaning of 17 ©.EM,C, 10202 anda o2 Maaings oo Bhe Proaoioosn

the Federated States of Micronesia shail be required.

(2) The Plebiscite Commiszion may extend the deadlines

0, 363,

(V2]

imposad by sections 332, 335, 537(3). 238. 353(2). 354, 3

-





